Today's church could look at itself and
see whether the old club model is effec-
tive, or whether it needs more of the
service organization approach. So many
humans need the hand of their fellows,
willingly given, without condescension,
strings, or membership cards. Clubs are
more concerned with orthodoxy, insiders
and outsiders, than with services
offered.

Many humans are considered outsiders by

liveried churchmen: women, Gay and

Lesbian people, divorced men and women,
priests with wives and families, members

of other sects, poor people, people of
the other colors. It disturbs me that
the church defines so many people as
others, others who cannot be parti-
cipants, others who are outsiders. The

reality is that, to Jesus, there were no

outsiders in the family of God.

One of the basic services that Jesus
provided was belief in one's self. He
entrusted his way to ordinary humans and
asked them to trust themselves, to be-
lieve in themselves, and from this be-
lief, to take his message to others. Af-
ter all, it wasn't to the rabbis to whom
he was born. It was to a carpenter and
his educated wife. Not bad.

Another service Jesus had to offer was
his way of walking in the street. His
office was the roads and homes of the
people. He was the itinerant salesman
who found his customers where they lived
and worked and played. That kept his
message alive and real. He never would
have been able to sell it if it didn't
fit. It was his message so he could do
with it what he wished. He brought it
into Martha's home, into Peter's home,
to the public well, to a tax-collector's
home, to a soldier's servant, to a party
at Cana. Not bad.
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Recently, in a conversation with a
friend, the thought occurred to me that
the Churches so often see themselves as
exclusive clubs: follow the rules and
you can call yourself Catholic,
Methodist, Lutheran, Assembly of God,
whatever. There is little flexibility.

Cross the line and you're out. Rules are
rules.

A much more salutary model for Church is
that of a service organization with a
service to offer. Its customers are
everywhere and of every stripe. It would
embrace customers because of what they
buy rather than what they look like on
the outside. It would attract sales
people because of what they believe
rather than for their conformity.

Let me elaborate.

When Christ walked the roads, what was
his approach? Did he ask lineage? health
condition? genetic inheritance? stature?
economic state? Or did he ask if one
needed the service he had to offer? Did
you want peace? Did you want forgive-
ness, healing? Would you like a rela-
tionship with a loving and parental God
who wished people to call him Abba?
(Abba, of all things. Dad. Startling.
Some wouldn't even pronounce his name.
And Jesus called him family.) Did you
want a God who would have taken you
under his wing as a mother hen her
chicks? Would you like to live in peace
with your fellow rather than worry about
revenge? Would you rather keep your eyes
and your teeth? Jesus offered a service
to fill those needs. He offered the way.
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