Tolerance Acceptance Forgiveness

Take a walk through the Gospels. Pick
out the people Jesus spotlighted. Not one was
a run-of-the-mill, cookie-cutter version of the
populace.  Diversity ), was his theme. There
was a  sharp w €% Samaritan woman
with five husbands. W.OT It was to this lady
that Jesus  firstf w,,,_wv revealed himself
as Messiah. And she Wl was a half-breed,
yet. That must have frosted the
poobahs. About the Roman centurion
seeking a cure for 5@ his man-servant,
Jesus said, g/  "Never have I found
such faith in all $ 4 Israel. . . ." And the
unblinded fellow who preached to the
preachers. Oh, how they loved that!
Look at Mary Magdalene, and
Peter, and John, and
Nicodemus ¢, >, and Zacchaeus
up atree. Hey, Little Z! Come down from the
tree. I need you to open your house to me.

And how about all the beggars? and the
lepers with bells. Jeez, he went up close and
spoke to them, and even wanted them to come
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back and thank him when he healed them.
How about that model of kindness,
the Good Samaritan.

No Jew, priest éam rabbi
here. And &8 ow about
the  Prodigal Father.

(Yup, that's right. The Prodigal Father!)
The son only squandered cash. The father
squandered forgiveness.

How about the lady with the issue of
blood? One feisty lady. Bold and gutsy, she.
"Who touched me?" he asked. "What! Are
you nuts?" they said. "A hundred people . . . ."
And how about that widow who dropped a
penny in the basket? She made it into history.

You know, the only people Christ really
excoriated were the hypocrites. He called them
SOB's and wastes of skin. Go check it out.
Unsanitize what he said. Redd Foxx wasn't the
first to turn the air blue. These goody-goodies
lorded it over the marginal and poor - - - and
women - - - any time they got the chance.
Wealth and status let the rich sit closer to the
Ark in the Temple, and supposedly, closer to
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Hi, folks. On the cover, you see the last
printing of the picture which has, through the
kindness and talent of Don Nayden, been
looking at you since 1974. In the next few
months, our cover will become history along
with the buildings at 936 Whitelock Street.

By the time you get this, we, hopefully,
will have signed for the new building at 2405
Linden Avenue, and started rebuilding it. It
needs -everything. Pipes, sinks, toilets,
radiators, furnaces, wiring are all gone: ripped
out by "souvenir hunters" and fed into the
underground economy. We have to start over.

On the one hand, we are sad that this

sacred gro which has been the site of
God's for so many of us and our
neigh ‘ e demolished and buried
under | ew/ politi planned
impr ] 2 ifining a
new ; / i rhood
Centef el afoot.
Debbi ople's

programs, and others are envisioning voter
education and registration, health-care

Buddha, forgiveness is, today, essential for
survival. Bergen-Belsen, Burundi and Bosnia
cry out that intolerance kills . . . everybody. It
doesn't pick and choose. It never runs out of
targets.

The keys are the hope.
wzv\im nto 8_0358 moooﬁm:oo

different :o_mrco% works. Tt is
the way we're going to survive
as a world. The keys are there.
All you gotta do is .

Easter and Passover Blessings from St.
Francis. Pray for us. The next few months will
be exciting, at least. Resurrections can be fun,
and a lot of work. We'll keep you posted.

Many Emzwm to all of you who sent us

© Composto, Taylor & Savary, 1995
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