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_—wm, folks. Happy Fall.

@:&m? off, I want to thank all the folks who
have sent us donations. I wish I could thank you all
personally as I used to do when my days were not so
crammed.

Mw—w you know, we have moved, and have
completed most of the construction. This fall, under
some gentle (?) pressure from my community, we are
completing jobs undone since the contractors exited
last November.

We built a concrete handicapped ramp from
the sidewalk to the porch to allow some of our folks
who walk with difficulty to get in. Also, there are
some members of NA and AA who have wheel-
chairs. Now they can get in without steps and bumps.

We also put in a curved walk to our front
steps. We are having the tin part of our roof coated so
that the 100 year old metal stops rusting. We are
installing a railing along the ramp, and putting in a
ceiling on the porch. We are preparing our main grand
staircase (“Frankly, my dear . . . .”) for its runner,
which has been fabricated, paid for but not installed.
We finally built a kitchen for the Church Ladies.

Interestingly, our electricians returned to put
three lights on the porch, and one of them
remembered working here at the beginning of the

Sometimes I’m the cop (silent), when the kids
start throwing bottles or rocks. Sometimes I’m the
Pope of Whitelock Street (no competition). All the
time | am pastor of our congregation, and they are my
family. Lots of times, I am the taxi service when the
elder-van services blow it. That happens a lot. For the
Center, | am the general maintenance man, fund-raiser,
organizer, and general fac-totum. In between, I work
part time jobs like teaching, sing-a-long gigs, parties,
counseling, and computer work to earn my keep.

v

.Nr present, I am writing a book, the story of
the Center. I was encouraged to do this in lieu of
investing time and effort into a Ph.D. Besides, if /
don’t write it, no one will, and there’d be no history of
our work here for the past thirty-five years.

I am also the chair of the Ethics and Patient
Advisory Committee for a Baltimore nursing home.
I’m trying to spread the idea that the nursing home is a
sacred place and should be considered a continual
ethical milieu.

@o that’s an overview. Every so often we
hear from folks like priests, pols, and other citizens
that they admire our work here, wish they could do the
same, keep it up. Maybe it helps. X
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